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THE IRISH NEWS PLATFORM: Leave academic criteria out
of transfer process
Date: 21.01.21 |

MUV: 664,104

WHEN the AQE and GL transfer assessments were introduced in 2009,
there was concern that the use of “unregulated” tests would result in

widespread legal cases against grammar schools using academic

https://www.irishnews
.com/news/northernir = al appiicant,
e | a n d n eWS/Z 0 2 1/0 1/2 . T have been through these admissions processes as a lawyer advising

Joe Moore, Managing Director O'Reill .
- S 4 grammar schools, but also as a parent of children who took both tests,
Stewart Solicitors

1 / n eWS / p I a th r m - so Tam acutely aware that Year 8 transfer is very stressful even in

ordinary circumstances. Parents need to know in advance how the

I e a Ve - a Ca d e m | C_ admissions process will affect their children and that all will be treated fairly.
C r i te ri a - 0 u t_ of_t ra n Sfe r_ The abandonment of the AQE and GL tests was a sensible decision, but the late timing has created a situation

where schools are now re-drafting admissions criteria and many parents are still in the dark as to what factors

p rocess- 2 1 9 2 9 O 2 / will influence the placement of their children this year. There is a legitimate concern that this year could see

difficult litigation around school admissions and a surge in appeals during the summer.

selection criteria. This litigation did not materialise because the

schools carefully considered how the tests could be conducted fairly for

Every school must publish its admissions criteria before February 2. They have relative autonomy in setting
these criteria, which often vary widely from school to school. For popular schools, there are always
disappointed children, which is why parents are encouraged to apply to several schools on the transfer form.

Navigating the process can be difficult for parents.


https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2021/01/21/news/platform-leave-academic-criteria-out-of-transfer-process-2192902/
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"l can’t see how any of these approaches could possibly result in fair and "| can't see how any of these approaches could possibly result in fair and
consistent outcomes.” Joe Moore from @OReillyStewart writing in today's consistent outcomes." Joe Moore from @OReillyStewart writing in today's
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NI health service is facing ‘tsunami’ of

ByLisaSuryth

THE health service in Northern
Ireland is likely to face a barrage
of legal cases from patients who
have been denied treatment due
to the pandemic, as itcan be re-
vealed that 611 cancer operations
have been cancelled in just two
weeks.

According to figures released
by the Health & Social Care
Board yesterday, L329 clective
procedures were cancelled be-
tween January 12 and January 25
as the health service buckles un-
der thedemands of Covid 49 and
more than 600 of thesewere red

flag and canceroperations.

Patrick Mullarkey, partner
and joint head of healthcare with
OReilly Stewart Solicitors, has
warned there will be a *tsunami
of medical negligence cases that
could become one of the many
fallouts of the pandemic™.

“There have been many vivid
and disturbing images through-
out the Covid19 pandemic that
have relayed the pain, suffering
and heartache that families have
had to endure with loved ones
suffering long lasting illness and
so many losing therr lives prema-
turely” he said.

Mr Mullarkey referred to the

r.Y
Py

Patrick
Mullarkey

hundreds of cancelled cancer
operations and said health ser-
vice staff now find themselves
in the “impossible position of
choosing one life-saving treat-
ment over another, prioritising
patients suf fering with one type
of discase against another”

He descnibed the current sit-
uation as a Yicking timebomb”
whichwill have “long-term cata-
strophic consequences”™.

“With the possibility that the
current lockdown restrictions
could still be in place until East-
erand casing only on a step-by-
step hasis, thereis a potential for
an influx of complaints directed

negligence cases over cancelled ops

at the health service relating to
cancelled surgeries, treatment
delays and growing waiting list
times” he continued.

“It is not only cancer cases be-
ing affected — across all disci-
plines induding hip surgery, her-
nias and back problems, waiting
lists are increasing beyond the
previous unacceptable levels.

“The impact of all this is that
delayed diagnosis and treat-
ments equate 1o worse outcomes,
including avoidable deaths in
urgent cases. From a legal view-
point, the denial of appropriate
and reasonable care to patients
in such circumstances is in

‘It is not
only
cancer
cases
being
affected’

breach of a health care provid-
er's duty to its patients.

“The impact that we have al-
ready scen in delayed diagnosis
and care will, in the verynear fu-
ture, see a significant rise in the
numbers of patients presenting
with complamts of a lack of care.

“In general, when the courts
cometo assess such cases itdoes
so by the standard required of
the ble doctor or hospital
not by reference to the available
resources. It is the assessment
that matters, not the circum-
stances of the health service.

*All of this raiscs important
issues of the negligence liability

of public authoritics which will
be severely tested in the months
and years ahead. And while we
all long to condemn this awful
discasc to the annals of history,
its divisive strains will be felt in
boardrooms and courtrooms for
some time to come”

Earlierthis month, two North-
emn Ircland women were suc-
cessful in their bid to seck leave
for a judicial review into North-
crn Ireland’s waiting list shame,
which can see some patients
waiting more than five years for
a hospital appointment. The De-
partment of Hedth has been con-
tacted for omment.
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Belfast Telegl‘aph DIGITAL NI health service is facing "tsunami’ of negligence cases
over cancelled operations

Date: 28.01.21 Lisa Smyth ¥
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January 28 2021 07:00 AM

The health service in Northern Ireland is likely to face a barrage of legal cases
https://www.belfasttelegraph.c from patients who have been denied treatment due to the pandemic, as it can
o.uk/news/health/coronavirus/ be revealed that 611 cancer operations have been cancelled in just two weeks.

ni-health-service-is-facing- , ,

) ) According to figures released by the Health & Social Care Board yesterday,
tsunami-of-neg| Igence__cases- 1,329 elective procedures were cancelled between January 12 and January 25 as
over-cancelled-operations- the health service buckles under the demands of Covid-19, and more than 600
40020496.htm| of these were red flag and cancer operations.

Patrick Mullarkey, partner and joint head of healthcare with O'Reilly Stewart
Solicitors, has warned there will be a "tsunami of medical negligence cases
that could become one of the many fallouts of the pandemic".


https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus/ni-health-service-is-facing-tsunami-of-negligence-cases-over-cancelled-operations-40020496.html
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medical negligence suits looms after ki
COVid_lg See more

Date: 29.01.21

https://irishlegal.com/article/patri
ck-mullarkey-tsunami-of-medical-
negligence-suits-looms-after- Sodicial Giaviaw il

covid-19 . Criminal Proceedings

Patrick Mullarkey, partner and joint head of healthcare at O'Reilly Stewart
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Solicitors, warns of a tsunami of medical negligence cases that could become

one the many fallouts of the Covid-19 pandemic.

There have been many vivid and disturbing images throughout the Covid-

19 pandemic that have relayed the pain, suffering and heartache that
families have had to endure with loved ones suffering long lasting illness

Patrick Mullarkey

and so many losing their lives prematurely. One memory that will linger is
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Belfast Telegraph & @BelTel - Jan 28
NI health service is facing 'tsunami’ of negligence cases over cancelled
operations

#coronavirus | #Covid

belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/co...

Lisa Smyth @Lisa ) Smyth - Jan 28 Belfast Telegraph @
ﬂ Health bosses have cancelled more than 600 cancer operations in the last 28 Jan at 10:00 - ©
two weeks due to the impact of Covid-19, it can be revealed. Concerns are . . L.
growing over the harm caused to patients, with a leading lawyer warning of The health service in Northern Ireland is I|ker to

a “tsunami” of legal cases. face a barrage of legal cases from patients who
= have been denied treatment due to the pandemic

@) 2 ¥ s !
NI health service is facing ‘tsunami' of negligence cases over cancelled ...
. . The health service in Northern Ireland is likely to face a barrage of legal BELFASTTELEGRAPH.CO.UK

Irish Legal News @IrishLegalNews - Jan 30 o cases from patients who have been denied treatment due to the ... NI health service is facing 'tsunami' of

Patrick Mullarkey: Tsunami of medical negligence suits looms in Northern & belfasttelegraph.co.uk negligence cases over cancelled operations
Ireland after Covid-19 @OReillyStewart

QO 1 () | ) 0
QuB®o19 514 comments * 82 shares

NI: Patrick Mullarkey: Tsunami of medical negligence ...

Patrick Mullarkey, partner and joint head of healthcare
at O'Reilly Stewart Solicitors, warns of a tsunami of ...
& irishlegal.com
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT...
this week is Christopher Bullock, an associate solicitor in

the commercial department at O'Reilly Stewart Solicitors
specialising in advising the hospitality and licensing sector

In at the deep end for
legal eagle Chnstopher

What was your first job?

THE IRISH NEWS
Date; 02.02.21
Reach: 105.7K

Irish News Business @irishnewsbiz - Feb 2

Q&A: In the High Flyers spotlight this week is Christopher Bullock, an
associate solicitor in the commercial department at @OReillyStewart
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In the High Flyers spotlight this week is Christopher Bullock, an associate
solicitor in the commercial department at O'Reilly Stewart Solicitors.
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https://www.irishnews.com/paywall/tsb/irishnews/irishnews/irishnews/business/2021/02/02/news/in-at-the-deep-end-for-legal-eagle-christopher-2200545/content.html
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Employment law specialist: 'Don't force your staff to
take Covid vaccine'

m Solicitor urges businesses to be careful around vaccine rights

Date; 08.02.21
Reach: 506,000

https://planetradio.co.
uk/cool-
fm/local/news/employ
ment-law-specialist-
dont-force-your-staff-
to-take-covid-vaccine/

Author: Tara Mclaughlin

ast updated 8th Feb 2021

Companies in Northern Ireland are being urged to encourage staff to take up

a Coronavirus vaccine, rather than making it man



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplanetradio.co.uk%2Fcool-fm%2Flocal%2Fnews%2Femployment-law-specialist-dont-force-your-staff-to-take-covid-vaccine%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccaroline%40aikenpr.com%7Cf81afa348fbb41f46c7408d8cc15e752%7C15df22c7a35245039408dd716b41a66f%7C0%7C0%7C637483741729523746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Dcil7tW6GqZ3rUuoqfL3Ca9Xg07OzfdnhO8UIYo%2BtUk%3D&reserved=0
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Ruling means msurance companies
must be aware of legal responsibilities

LEGAL
MATTERS

JUDGMENT handed down
by the Supreme Court
which allowed the appeal
brought by the Financial
Conduct Authority on behalf of pol-
icyholders of business interruption
insurance (BII) policies bodes well
for a broad range of businesses and
sectors across Northern Ireland

A successful insurance claim, spe-
cifically relating to the industry’s
most adversely impacted includ-
ing hospitality and leisure, profes-
sional services, retail, construction
and manufacturing, may well
allow them to pay rents or other
essential expenses while closed,
leaving them with a business to
come back to once restrictions are
lifted.

But in the last few weeks we have
been briefed by multiple businesses
across a range of sectors who have
eligible cover, but are seeking legal
recourse as they are still being re-
fused by insurance companies.

When businesses had to close dur-
ing the first lockdown last spring,
many who had BII cover in their in-
surance policies attempted to claim
off those policies.

This type of insurance is common-
ly used where a business suffers a
loss due to the interruption caused
by a fire, flood, or other similar nat-
ural disaster including infectious or
notifiable diseases. However major
insurers resisted such claims, citing
that the unprecedented lockdown
situation and subsequent loss of
earnings was not covered by their
respective policies.

The FCA, the UK consumer protec-
tion body and regulator of insurance

companies, took a claim on behalf of
policy holders against insurers, with
eight major insurers agreeing to take
part in the test case. Twenty-one
sample policy wordings were con-
sidered but the FCA estimates about
700 types of policies held by over
370 policy holders and 60 different
insurers could be affected.

In the test case of the FCA v Arch
and Others, the Supreme Court al-
lowed the appeal brought by the
FCA on behalf of policyholders of
business interruption insurance.
The FCA sought clarity on the ex-
tent of the coverage provided by
BII, namely whether a policyholder
could rely on this kind of policy for
losses caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The Supreme Court ruling involved
the consideration of complex legal
matters but in summary now means
that small and medium sized enter-
prises may be eligible to receive
payments if they hold a relevant Bll
policy.

This ruling now makes it diffi-

cult for insurers to deny cover
or reduce an indemnity on the
basis that the loss would have re-
sulted in any event from ‘non-dam-
age perils’ caused by the Covid-19
pandemic.

While the case was brought before
the English courts, ultimately end-
ing up in the Supreme Court — whose
judgments apply UK-wide - we can
expect to see the Financial Om-
budsman service and the Northern
Ireland courts follow the guidance
provided by this ruling in future cas-
es. Encouragingly, the High Court in
Dublin has also recently forced an
insurer to pay out on valid claims for

BII cover for pubs.

In Northern Ireland we are fortu-
nate to have a bespoke Commercial
Hub court which is dealing with
these types of claims expeditiously
despite the restrictions caused by
Covid-19 and the lockdown.

In my experience of recent mul-
ti-party litigation conducted in the
High Court in Northern Ireland,
we are in a unique position to deal
with these types of disputes and it
is clear that the Court is “open for
business”.

The emerging picture is that there
are certain insurance companies
who are not prepared to accept

PEACE OF MIND:
A Supreme Court
decision should
make it easier for
“m \ businesses to make
insurance claims
for losses caused
by the coronavirus
pandemic

claims under any circumstances de-
spite the UK and Ireland judgments.

It is recommended to all business
owners to consult their own policy
if they feel that they may have rele-
vant cover for business interruption,
and if insurers will not abide by the
court judgments, insurance compa-
nies must expect legal action as the
obvious next step for any affected
business.

James Turner is director of
commercial litigation and dispute
resolution at O’Reilly Stewart
Solicitors
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Companies in the lurch - insurance
Date: 23.02.21 companies not recognising judgment

MUV: 664,104

https://www.irishnews
.com/paywall/tsb/irish
news/irishnews/irishne
ws/business/2021/02/
23/news/companies-
in-the-lurch---
insurance-companies-
not-recognising-
judgment-
2229656/content.html

AJUDGMENT handed down by the Supreme Court which allowed the

appeal brought by the Financial Conduct Authority on behalf of

policyholders of Business Interruption Insurance (BII) policies bodes

well [...]
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Patients are suffering after end of
cross-border medical deal: claim

By Andrew Madden

THOUSANDS of people in North-
ern Ireland are missing out on
potentially lifesaving medical
treatment across the border be-
cause of Brexit, a leading Belfast
healthcare lawyer has said.

Under the EU's Cross-Border
Directive (CBD), patients here
have been able to avail of £14.1m
worth of healthcare in the Re-
public over the last five years.

The scheme has been even
more popular south of the bor-
der, with €47.2m (£40.3m) worth
of healthcare provided to resi
dents heading north for treat-
ment over the same period.

The CBD allowed patients in
Northern Ireland to obtain treat-
ment in a European Economic
Area country, paying up front
but then being reimbursed by
the NHS,

One key requirement is that
the treatment must be available
in the applicant’s home coun-
try through state-funded pub-
lic healthcare. Patients can also
choose either a public or private

’ﬁ -

e alie e '

ad I ‘
Solicitor Kevin
Hegarty

healthcare provider when they
are travelling for treatment.

When the UK left the EU
on December 31 last year, the
scheme ended.

A replacement scheme for pa-
tients in the Republic accessing
private healthcare in Northern
Ireland has been set up. Howev-
er, no such replacement has been
put in place here.

Critics of the scheme have ar-
gued that the NHS should not
have to foot the bill for private
healthcare in foreign countries
when it does not routinely do this
inthe UK.

With soaring hospital waiting
times in Northern Ireland, there
have been calls for areplacement
scheme to be set up here as soon
as possible.

According to the latest figures,
on December 31 last year, there
were 105,159 patients waiting to
be admitted to hospitals here —
16.2% more than on the same
date the previous year.

Belfast-based healthcare and
litigation lawyer Kevin Hegarty
said more needed to be done to

ensure patients did not miss out
on vital treatment.

“The issue is that, given that
patients no longer have the op-
tion of going to another EU state
for treatment and recouping the
costs from the NHS, the already
long waiting lists are likelyto get
worse in time. Patients who can-
not afford the private care will
simply have no option but to wait
and wait,” he added.

“In that sense, Brexit has ad-
versely impacted an already chal-
lenging situation for many pa-
tients in Northern Ireland”

He said that as well as addi
tional funding, more strategic
cross-border co-operation was
needed between the two govern-
ments, the Republic’s health ser-
vice and Stormont’s Department
of Health to geta new healthcare
agreement in place.

“What has been put in place
by the Irish government has not
been replicated by the Executive.
The longer this is left without a
new scheme being introduced,
the more detrimental the impact
will be on the health and lives of

patients across Northem Ire-
land” Mr Hegarty added.

The Department of Health
said transitional arrangements
were in place to protect patients
“in prescribed circumstances,
allowing them to complete their
treatment and to seek reim-
bursement”.

“Historically, there has been
significantly more use of the
cross-border healthcare scheme
in Northern Ireland than any
other part of the UK and there is
interest in the continuance of a
similar scheme,” it said.

“Setting up a replacement for
the scheme with some or all of
the EU member states, European
Free Trade Association countries
and Switzerland would take time
to negotiate and operationalise
and would bring additional costs
in future years.

“Departmental officials are
considering the policy options
to the principles of the CBD in
this post-EU exit environment
and will consider any resulting
consultation and legislative re-
quirements.”
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Patients suffering after end of cross-border medical deal,
Belfast lawyer claims
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https://www.belfasttelegraph.c Solcitor Kevin Hegarty

o.uk/news/northern- S Androw Madden ¥ @ -
. . . ; March 312021 06:00 AM
ireland/patients-suffering- -
a fte r-en d _Of_c ross- bo rd er- Thousands of people in Northern Ireland are missing out on potentially

- lifesaving medical treatment across the border because of Brexit, a leading
me d ICa | -d ea | - b e |fa St- | adwyer- Belfast healthcare lawyer has said.
C I a | m S-4O 2 5 87 5 O . ht m | Under the EU's Cross-Border Directive (CBD), patients here have been able to

avail of £14.1m worth of healthcare in the Republic over the last five vears.

The scheme has been even more popular south of the border, with €47.2m
(£40.3m) worth of healthcare provided to residents heading north for
treatment over the same period.

The CBD allowed patients in Northern Ireland to obtain treatmentina
European Economic Area country, paving up front but then being reimbursed
by the NHS.
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Call to replace EU health
scheme for waiting list
patients after Brexit axe

SEANIN GRAHAM
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Call to replace EU health scheme for
Northern Ireland waiting list patients
following its Brexit axe
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fO | | OWi ng- itS- b re Xit- Last year The Irish News revealed that the number of people make applications to the programme - which

allows patients to pay upfront for surgery in other European countries and then be reimbursed by the north's

axe- 227 3 O 6 6 / health service - had rocketed

Desperate pensioners facing five-year delays for hip replacements were among those who availed of the

Y {fGr = in &

Seanin Graham

heme, with some getting loans of up 10 £10,000 to fiy to Lithuania and other parts of eastern Europe for cut-

The five-year scheme ended on December 21 last year when the UK exited the EU.

Thousands of patients in the north had also wravelled to the Republic for operations and were reimbursed for

treatment, with monies paid back amounting to more than £14 million.
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Loss of cross-border treatment
scheme ‘will hit NI waltlng lists’
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Healthcare

A post-Brexit replacement for a cross-border health scheme that
allowed Northern Ireland patients to seek treatment in the Republic will
take “time to negotiate”, the Stormont health department has said.

®O®O

1 Most Popular

Nl records one of its
youngest Covid-19
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Theseare the 13 NI
postcode areas with zero
new Covid-19 infections

i - in the last seven days

A
|
11 ’ People under 30 should
i not take AstraZeneca
,‘. vaccine when alternative
jab available - 19 deaths
in people who took

AstraZeneca vaccine
recorded in UK - Blood
clots with low blood
platelets should be listed

Th i - <imi < in i « £ <nl 3

That is despite a similar scheme allowing patients from the south to as very rare side effects

access private healthcare here having already been set up by authoerities of AstraZeneca vaccine
says EMA

in the Republic of Ireland.
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Pubs and bars warned not to take ‘unnecessary’ risks when
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Licensed premises will be permitted to serve alcohol outside
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risks” when they re-open this week as it could hinder the renewal of their
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Licensed and unlicensed premises, including pubs and restaurants, are
v z Suzanne Breen

reopening their doors to the public this Friday in an outdoor capacity only. *7 66 Party finally settles on scapegoat
g 2 ; . : : for its Irish Sea border debacle
Licensed premises will be permitted to serve alcohol outside only in

accordance with the Executive's current guidelines. 2 % =
: A David Trimble nnder investisation
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Pubs and bars warned notto  vore!
take ‘unnecessary’ risks when

Licensed and unlicensed premises, including pubs and restaurants, are reopening their doors to

the public this Friday in an outdoor capaciy only

Cate McCurry, PA Yy fG:Ein b

Outdoor pubs and restaurants have been warned not to take “unmitigated

risks” when they re-open this week as it could hinder the renewal of their

licences. time ad

Licensed and unlicensed premises, including pubs and restaurants, are

reopening their doors to the public this Friday in an outdoor capacity only.


https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2021/04/28/news/pubs-and-bars-warned-not-to-take-unnecessary-risks-when-reopening-this-week-2303727/
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Pints on Friday? NI lockdown easing ‘chaos’
as beer gardens and restaurants struggle
with new rules before Friday opening

Pubs and restaurants looking forward to opening outdoor beer gardens
eWS e e and dining spaces on Friday are being faced with a state of "chaos”
Belf;

- around the rules, an industry body has warned.
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The next phase for easing lockdown restrictions Kicks in on April 30, with

both licensed and unlicensed premises allowed to welcome customers

Into outdoor spaces.
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Outdoor pubs which flout
guidelines could face licensing

problems next year

UCD Sutherland
Bl school of Law
|

Professional Diploma in
Dispute Resolution (Mediation)

Outdoor pubs and restaurants which fail to take public
health guidelines seriously following the reopening of the
hospitality sector this Friday could lose their licences
next year, a Belfast lawyer has warned.

Christopher Bullock, an associate at O'Reilly Stewart
Solicitors, has highlighted that next year is a crucial one
for hospitality venues as over 1,800 liquor licences across
Northern Ireland will go up for renewal.

Chrlstopher Bullock
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WSINESS @ Outdoor pubs and restaurants are being encouraged not to take

unmitigated risks when premises re-open this Friday as it could hinder the
renewal of their licences, according to @OReillyStewart Christopher Bullock
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Northern Ireland pubs warned against Covid risks over fears drinks

Be lfa S t L I Ve llcence COUId be at rISk Outdoor pubs and restaurants in Northern Ireland are being warned not to take

Pubs and restaurants have criticised lack of clarity on rules

‘unmitigated risks' ahead of re-opening on Friday as it could put their drinks licence

in jeopardy.

A Belfast licensing lawyer made the plea amid ongoing confusion over regulations

Date: 29.04.21

that must be met so businesses can re-open while mitigating against the spread of

Covid.

Under latest restriction’'s hospitality venues both licensed and unlicensed, will be

MUV: 301,344
https://www.belfastlive.c
o.uk/news/belfast-
news/northern-ireland- T
pubs-warned-against- S TP TIMNIN, T c comes 25 Counclrepreeatatves and thie PSH have b Raing i

publicans in Belfast, to ensure they are abiding by the stringent guidelines set out

2048 5 62 1 by the Northern Ireland Executive.

Mr Bullock said: "Covid-19 may well have permanently changed how we go to the

allowed to resume outdoor dining from April 30 and licensed premises will be

allowed to serve alcohol outside if they stick to guidelines.

But, cautioning that owners should be careful, Christopher Bullock from O'Reilly

Stewart Solicitors says that next year is a key date for hospitality outlets as over

1,800 liquor licences across Northern Ireland are up for renewal - an event which

only happens every five years.

pub or restaurant and while operators are keen to get back up and running this
weekend, they must not adversely impact the long-term viability of their licence by

taking unnecessary risks when re-opening.
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